*Welcome to the Microbiome* is a small book with a huge scope. Starting from the definition of life itself, authors DeSalle and Perkins move through molecular biology and genetic phylogeny all the way up to the integration of human and microbial systems in everything from diabetes to depression. The result is an incredibly comprehensive survey of a dynamic field that has only recently begun to take root in our everyday lives. The intended audience of the book also runs the gamut; inclusion of basic information about transcription and translation make the more nuanced details about phylogeny and phylotypes relatively accessible to the average reader, and perhaps even the active researcher in the field may learn something about the morphology of belly buttons.

While the book caters to everyone in theory, those unfamiliar with molecular biology and genetics may find themselves a little perplexed in the earlier chapters, which attempt to explain the scientific principles that underlie microbiome research. Curiously enough, chapter one begins with subatomic particles, then moves into the atomic scale for a sentence or two before launching into the human predilection for binary classification -- that is, "yes" or "no" categories. From there, the chapter takes a molecular turn to introduce the AGCT/U of nucleotides, and the entire amino acid alphabet within two paragraphs. Later explanations of the innate and adaptive immune system are likewise nonlinear and abbreviated. Such a whirlwind tour might be a little much to track, even for the science literate.

*Welcome to the Microbiome* really shines, however, when it segues into the human body as a series of ecological niches, and how individual microbial signatures manifests in human ecology --- the microbial fingerprints of our homes, workplaces, and cities. All of this culminates in a discussion of how geography, genetics, interpersonal interaction and diet influence the microbiome, and how science is beginning to understand the cumulative impact of microbiome on health. DeSalle and Perkins do a spectacular job of building the case for the current shift in defining "health" and "healthiness" with respect to our microbial communities. The authors do the field a service by making it very clear that there is much to be learned, and that even their published book is not absolute by virtue of being the latest news. In addition, the hand-drawn illustrations are appealing and contribute to perception that far from being immortalized in official, unchangeable textbook figures, the microbiome is an area of dynamic research where every fresh discovery is a new facet of a complex and far-reaching issue.
